Metronidazole treatment for acute phase amoebic liver abscess in patients co-infected with HIV.
Metronidazole is the drug of choice for invasive amoebiasis; however, it is not known whether its dose or duration require modification in HIV infection when treating invasive amoebiasis. Seven HIV-positive patients with acute phase amoebic liver abscess were treated with daily oral administration of 1500 mg of metronidazole for 10 days. None of the patients required abscess drainage, and metronidazole was effective in all patients without serious side-effects. The CD4 cell count or HIV viral load did not appear to influence the efficacy of metronidazole therapy.